104                LORD    GOSCHEN    AND    HIS    FRIENDS

There is a letter from John Dillon,1 cold and formal as the man
himself.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

May 9, 1890.

Rt. Hon. G. J. Goschen, M.P.
SIR,

I beg to give you notice that on Monday I shall ask you whether
enclosed taken from Times report of your speech at Rawtenstall is
a correct report of what you said.

Yours truly,

JOHN DILLON.

The speech was a vigorous indictment of Home Rule and its
sponsors.

No one liked Dillon, but every Member of the House respected
him for his transparent honesty of purpose. He hated England
for her mismanagement and bad treatment of Ireland and was never
really so much at home as when he was denouncing her with vitriolic
bitterness. He and O'Brien were the Irish leaders whom Balfour
had caused to be imprisoned in 1890. Dillon was quite without
humour or philosophy, desperately serious and desperately unhappy.
"He has the saddest face I have ever seen," said a writer of the
period. Toby, M.P., says of him : "For eleven years with intervals
occasioned by ill health and residence in jail, Mr. Dillon has lent to
the Irish Parliamentary Party a character and dignity sorely needed
in view of the personal standing and public eccentricities of some of
the late Mr. Biggar's lambs."

Harold Gorst2 tells a story about Dillon's lack of geniality. Gorst
one afternoon was giving tea to a very charming and popular actress
in one of the Minister's rooms at the House of Commons. After
tea, the lady kindly obliged with an exhibition of high kicking.
"She was in the middle of a very fascinating and acrobatic series
when the door suddenly opened and Mr. Dillon, the leader of the
Irish Party, stood framed in the doorway. Humour was not his
strong point and there was not the suspicion of a smile on his face
as he remained there motionless, gloomily waiting until the per-
formance came to an end, for, unfortunately, she had been too busily
occupied with her demonstrations to notice the unwelcome intrusion.

1 See signature, p. 124.

. * Sop of Sir John Gorst, one of Lord Randolph Churchill's Fourth Party
m t"6 'eighties and afterwards Under-Secretary for India. Known, too, as the
* utility" man of the Treasury Board.